Sovereignty and Providence    (Ps 115:3) “our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.”

Divine Will / Human Will /Libertarian Free Will / Complete Free Will / Limited Free Will 

“Free will does not equal sovereignty”. “First cause does not equal sovereignty.” 

Sovereignty: God’s Authoritative Existence of Position > He IS Sovereign Ruler

Providence: God’s Active Exercise in His Position > He Rules Sovereignly

His Sovereignty is AUTHORITATIVE it is Exhaustive Includes all and everything), Exclusive (He is the ONLY Sovereign), Effective (It actively and effectively accomplishes His plans and purposes) 

His Providence is ACTIVE
Preventive Providence: God can restrain man from sin he intends to do. (Gen 20:6; Ps 19:13) 

Permissive Providence: Sometimes permits sin to take it’s course. (Hosea 4:17; Acts 14:16)

Directive Providence: He allows evil but directs the way it goes (Jn 13:27; Acts 2:23;4:27-ff)

Restrictive Providence: Determines the limits to which evil and its effects may go (Job)

Protective Providence: He watches over and protects from harm and evil (Ps 121:3; Is 54:17; II Thess 3:3)

Instructive Providence: He actively instructs man in wisdom and knowledge(Jn 6:45; Is 54:13; Micah 4:2; Ps 94:12; II Tim 3:14-17) The prophets & the Bible, apostles, Law, pastor-teachers, evangelists

Corrective Providence: God Corrects and disciplines His creation (II Tim 3:14-17; Heb 12:6)

Submissive Providence: God demonstrates Active Submissiveness through His Son to the Himself, the Father, when addressing sin (Jn 6:38; Philip 2:5-9; Mt 25:36-56; 1 Cor 15:24-28; )

Convictive Providence: God convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment (Jn 16:5-15)

Regenerative Providence: God regenerates the lost at salvation. (Jn 3:1-15; Col 3:10; Eph 4:24; I Cor 6:9-11; II Cor 5:17, etc.)

Man has limited dominion and freedom given to him by God, the sovereign. (Gen 1:26-31; 2:19; 3:6-12; Dt 30:15-20a; etc) However, this freedom and dominion does not rob God of His own sovereignty. 

